Basal cell adenocarcinoma of the salivary gland. Diagnosis by fine-needle aspiration cytology.
Basal cell adenocarcinoma of salivary gland is a relatively recently described neoplasm. Histopathologic features of these tumors have been published in the literature mainly in the form of case reports. This paper elaborates and describes the diagnostic fine-needle aspiration cytomorphology of two cases of basal cell adenocarcinoma of parotid gland, which, to the author's knowledge, has not been previously reported in the English literature. Fine-needle aspiration specimens in both cases contained cohesive, focally papillary, and filiform groups of neoplastic cells, which were highly reminiscent of basal cell adenoma on low power examination. Higher power, however, revealed significant cytologic atypia and mitotic activity. Differential diagnoses included basal cell adenoma, epithelial rich pleomorphic adenoma, myoepithelial lesions, small cell undifferentiated carcinoma, and metastatic carcinoma among others.